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Born in Liaoning in 1986, He Xiangyu has rocketed to :n(emminnal fame in recent years with sueh con-
troversial wo'rks as  “The Death of Marat” | a sculpture depicting Chinese artist Al Weiwei as a corpse.
Displayed in a small town in Germany, it was so lifelike that dozens of people who saw it called the police,
His latest soloexhibition at White Space Beijing, which runs until November 11th, also features a lifelike
sculpture depicting himself as a corpse lying in state. He's also famous for having spent a year boiling 126
tonnes of cola soft drink into a thick siudge, which then dried into eoal-like erystals before being ground

down into powder and used as ink to paint Song dynasty style landscape paintings:
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Why are you an artist?

| love art. Art has lots of possibilities, and
there are many people whoengage in It so it
can be a sample for studying human society.

How do you feel about Chinese
contemporary art?

People are seeing more and more Chinese
art at home and abroad, and contemporary
artis getting speciz! attention, which reflects
the current situation of Chinese art.
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Why do you choose installations and
sculpture as artistic mediums?

| like working with lots of different materials:
instzliations and scuipture give me a lot of
freedom of expression. The installations
and sculpture currently exhicited at my solo
exhibition at White Space Beijing, ke My
Fantasy and 08.23.2012 - in which 800 blue
and white bowls are used - are some of my
latest works. | also do photography and short
film. You can watch my [atest short film at this
exhibition.

Where do you draw your artistic
inspiration?

| get inspiration from daily life and from
undersiznding how to use new materials
through observation and practice.

How do you describe your artistic style?
| cannot describe the style of my own
works: | let oihers do this.

What do you think you would be doing if
you weren't an artist?

I've never thought about it.
tea house.

maybe open &
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